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be eſtabliſhed in the faith. 


The firlt was owing to an acquaintance : 
taking great pains to convince me of the ab- 
ſurdity of believing there was three perſons in 
the Godhead. To this end I had every new 
publication in Baron Swedenburgh's ſenti- 
ments put into my hands. The laſt of rhefe 
vas three Sermons, publiſhed in June 1792, 

* Mr, Sibley, - whereas the more 1 read the 

. more 


. becorathe every "Author to Introduck his 

1 ſentiments with deference to public no- 
tice; but in theological writings more eſpe- 
cially z my apology ſhall conſiſt in giving up 
the true cauſes for publiſhing the following 
Diſſertations, earneſtly hoping ſome Mem- 
bers in the Chriſtian Church may na 


more my eyes were opened to behold the i in- 


theſe extravagancies were diſavowed by a very 


0 demns them to public exhibition. 


as 4; 
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conſiſtencies they contained. 
The ſecond reaſon was, becauſe the chief of 


reſpectable divine, a diſciple of Baron Swe- * 
denburgh's, who went ſo far as to brand them f 
with enthuſiaſm - after having been lain aſide 
above two months, the third inducement con- 

a 


Travelling through Staffordthire, 1 found p 


; ee eee exiſted, as to the proper ob- ir 
ject of worſhip, between the Arians and Swe- G 


denburgians this queſtion became con- th 


founded and miſinterpreted, The firſt de-M 
ſcription of error requires no other means 
for detection, than an examination of their 


love to the object they profeſs to worſhip: da 
-where is their affection? where their zeal! Je 
where their holineſs? where and what ſort of 2 

Es converſions ? where their ſucceſs? where 
their ſpiritual life, humility, and devotedneſ Pre 

to God? The laſt may be tried by the fan vb 
touch- tone; and in addition to it, it woul WI 


not be a fruitleſs experiment to arrange thel 
vilionary dodtrines, and oppoſe them to th 
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PREFACE. v 
ſimplicity of the word of God. By this means, 
the authors of it would be ſound guilty, and 
become expoſed in the ſight of men and an- 
gels, to all the plagues written in the book 
of God, for both adding to, and an 
from the words of facred 1 . 

Leaving theſe, I ſhall confine my prefara- 
tory addreſs to the wavering in Zion. In all 
ages of the church, the devil ſelected certain 
perſons diſaffected to true worſhip, ill accord- 


ing with their ambition and pride, a triune 
God was too much for them; and more than 


they could worſhip aright; and in this age of 
infidelity, they are not ſatisfied with liberty, and 
the Rights of Man with man; but in how many 


inſtances they betray a diſpoſition to be indepen- 19 
dant of God? From ſuch may every believer in 


Jeſus turn aſide. An infinite Surety is wanted 
to atone for infinite offences : 


which no man can number for multitude. 


What a wide difference between a moral ſen- i 
timent, an erroneous doctrine, and genome ue, — 


na f ſpiritual — | 


the Sacrifice . 4 
was accepted: the blood was precious: it haas 
proved the balm 1 in Gilead to a hoſt of ſaints, i 


8 
” * 
ELD ö br. 
f bt 
15 1 


<4 - 8 _ _ > . — rag — _—_— = . 
- - 2 , * — _— : CES Oy On Ig, IE NY 1 fe I. wa 2 * 2 " * 3 — : 2 "EF "I 
* ee e * 4 * 1 2 a : ws N 3 x 9 a * 55.4 3 5 Þ p |: 5 „ : 
aa 232K —. Ce * * 
7 E _ x I a 
"4 2 8 h * 5 q 


vi „„ ee 
The Scriptures ſay, ye muſt be born apaii, 


through Chriſt ; the Son of God. The 


Arian denies it; others cavil and ſay, How 


can theſe things be? Believer ! what doſt thou 


think? In point of thy profeſſion, doctrine, 


and worſhip, had any impeached the reality 
and purity of it at one time, your blood 
| would be in a ferment of reſentment, let you 


be of whatever 'denomination ; but now you 
8 experience ſuch a change as conſtrains you to 


cry out, Lord, if ibou wilt, thou canſt make me 
clean. I believe, help thou mine unbelief. In 
this character is epitomized the new birth, the 
humble and contrite ſpirit; the epd of 
5 the living God. 


Some apology is c due to os: well- affected 


i; among the congregations ſo particularly ad- 

dreſſed; but as the whole is addreſſed on the 
| fide of the true worſhippers, I am aſſured they 

Vill receive me as a Soldier (however feeble) 
_ enliſted under the ſame cauſe, in which ſenſe! 


tall: ever remain, : ; . 
f Their Friend and Senne, 


| ANSWER 


Mr. Sibly's Three Diſcourſes: | 


me Dear Sir, n 
In TH AVE read Mr. $ibly 4 Three Dit. 
he X courſes, which you obligingly Pr eſented to 


me, and looked at them without prejudice, 
therefore bear with me while I candidly give 
a few ſketches of my opinion concerning 
ted them. 
1 was much farpeifal the leading doctrines 
enfranchiſe man of God, by the perfection 
of his will, and deprive God of his preroga- 
tive by a blunder in the creation of it, mak- - 
ing it independant of himſelf. God has now 
nothing left but a wiſh; a deſire, an intreaty, 
that man may be good. The author's heart 
could not be conſulted, or it would have told 
him, that it is of itſelf deceitful above all things, 
E. and deſperately wicked: he would know that it 
Is E to evil as 1 3 0 * and 
in 


Bruck at 
in order to be delivered from this corruption 
and bondage, being helpleſs and undone, we 
are directed to look to Jeſus, the Author and 
' Finiſher of faith and goodneſs; to pray that 
we may ſtand faſt in the liberty with which 
| Chriſt has made us free that man can do 
nothing of himſelf; it is the gift of God. 
e the 18th page of the Sermons. Very bad 
| indeed is that will, that is its own prompter: 
that is not ſweetly influenced by a ſuper- 
natural agency, 
Mr. 8 ſays, that * no delight could 
| accrue to any thing, only operated upon by 
another, however the operator may be pleaſed.” 
But does not this reflect on the wiſdom, power, 
' and goodneſs of God, whoſe influence muſt 
afford delight? whoſe recreating effects are 
= pleaſantnefs and peace? who is the ſource of 
F Joy, the diſpenſer of happineſs? whoſe firſt 
| purpoſes fore-ordained, who continues to 
| ſway the ſceptre of Omnipotence, who made 
all things ſubſervient? It is not only an ho- 
nour to be operated upon by him; for as 
5 many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
ous of God; but a communication of comfort 
| is opened to the mind, that the world are per- 
3 fect ſtrangers to. I 
43 s he goes on in the Gn page, 1 Aatly 
= contradits himſelf by an illuſtrative compa- 
| riſon; and in the latter part of the 52d page, 
1 crowns the contradition, * * to the 
1 5 | "Fe 
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poſition he 1s attempting to deſtroy ; for he 
lays, **To is the ſame proceſs, and the force 
of the ſame almighty power, equally neceſſary 
to regenerate a ſingle individual.” But in 
on very next page, undoes all again by ſay- 
g, that © God cannot force; he aſks the 
heart] and in regeneration man muſt co-ope- 
rate; for without this the Lord, with all his 


omnipotence, cannot ſave a Gogle —_—. 


Join with me in praying the Lord to open 


the eyes of Mr. Sibly, to know the ſolid | 


truths contained in his word: at prefent he 


mult be a ſtranger to that ſaying, I will have 
merey on whom I will have mercy, and woau‚m 
T will, I harden; and this, O Lord, I know 
that the way of man is not in himſelf; it is not 


in man that walketh to direct his ſteps, Your | 


author makes man equal with God: gives him | 
a ſovereign will, which, independant of an om. | 


nipotent nature, to carry it into effect, is of 


ſmall moment, Throughout the whole, it ap- 


. to me clearly, Mr. Sibly takes up | 
s ſentiments on the moſt partial and rolls. 2 


„ ſenſe imaginable. 9 
Equally futile and erroneous, he places his 
arguments to prove the ſelf-exiſtence and 
concentered Godhead of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Him whom God exalted to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, in whom it pleaſed | 
another, viz. the Father, that in him all ful- ' 
neſs ſhould dwell, In the creation of man, he | 


- --1$ 


wy 5 " 


is traced Let us make man: from God the 
idea originated, and he employed his only be- 
gotten Son, being of one and the ſame ſub- 
itance as the Father, to aſſiſt in the perfor- 


mance, from whom is detived the Holy Spirit, 
which proceeded from the Father and the 
Son, and which breathed upon the waters. 

In the work of redemption he accepted an 
appointment, and became a merciful and 
faithful High Prieſt, in things pertaining to 
God; and though defcended into an inferior 
capacity to promote his Father's glory; 
though joined to the infirmities of humanity ; 
though humbled by taking upon him the ſimi- 
litude and ſtate of man, yet his divine na- 
ture is the ſame; the life and glory of his 
manhood. deficient neither in porver or parts 
he was the ſame yeſterday as now, and for 


| ever; he had parted with none of his God- 


head; all was complete to render the atone- 


| ment perfect, and which ſhined with-infioite 


beauty through the veil of his fleſh, The 
| Scripture ſay, a body haſt tho4 prepared me; 
lo I come to do thy will, O God. No foul is 
ſpoken of to capacitate that body, other than 
the perſon that ſpoke; therefore after having 


entered into his human nature, when Chrilt 
| prayed to the Father while on earth, having 
his divine nature in his on perſon, he plainly 


| prays to another, who, though concerted in the 
= Aame work, muſt be a ſeparate perſon and 


n 


with peculiar gifts, and by a cloud of Serip- 


by not carry the ſame idea to an infinite act 


comes the expreſs image of his perſon, and 


character, to whom the Son alſo ſhall be ſub- 
ect even to him who put all things under him, 
that God may be all in all; all to Chriſt, and 
in all to his people. By God the Father, the 
Meſſiah is fitted for the Embaſſy : com- 
miſſioned for the mighty errand; inveſted 


wres, perfectly plain and unparabolical, prove to | 
be diſtinctly two perſons, acting in conjunction 
to promote one effect; namely, the ſalvation 
of man; and in this ſenſe only can that text 

be conſidered I and my Father are one: that 
they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, 
ind I in thee; that they alſo may be one in 
is, as I in them, and they in me; that they 
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gay all be made pei fect in one. Was he the 
ather, the Father could not be out of him, 
nd then he would have prayed to himſelf; 

ut he prayed to his Father which was in 
leaven. Here is a difference of place as well 
character and perſon: intimated: men are 
wuated' by the Spirit of God, to do the will of 
ed, and thus become the Sons of God; and 


Jehovah, by which his only- begotten Son 


contaminated either by ſin, or the fall remaius 
e ſame in efſence, holineſs, and purpoſe. This 
ſſterious character, as to his divine nature, 
s begotten without woman in heaven, ſo alſo 
human nature was begotten without man 
R WO" "29/7" > Wako 


[i 18: 

upon the earth*, Neither is it meet that a 
perſon frame laws, and to heal the breach of 
them, ſuffer himſelf inſtead of the violators 
of it. It is not \2emly in an all-ſeeing God, 
| hefore whom nothing is hid to make a lau, 
uVvhich none but himſelf can eſtabliſh and fulfl, 
and which involves himſelf in the penalty 
thereof. No; for though out of compaſſion 
his arm wrought ſalvation by the appointment 
of his Son to make it honorable, he himſelf 
muſt be ſuppoſed ſitting on his throne of judg- 
ment, approving the facrifice, receiving the 
atonement, granting what his Son obtained, 
(whom he loved before the world began) gifts, 


| 

graces, and mercies for men. Chriſt ſaid to his 
diſciples, Abide in me, and I in you. Thus \ 
there was a one-ſhip in a ſecondary point off , 

| view, as between God the Fzther and God the p 
: Son, primarily and originally, I am the vine] e 
be ſays, and my Father is huſbandman. Here 8 
q he acknowledges a ſuperior and original hand f. 
E this vine was not of a ſpontaneous growth| 4 
4 _ conſequently he came forth from the EF atherY |, 
q yet he was the perſon of our Lord and Saviou be 


fleſus Chriſt. There 1s a ſeparate intelligence 
5 plainly intimated: all things 1 laue heard re 
my). — ca 
Your preacher takes in too many philoſ wh 
phical ideas, by which he means to judge Wh 
this divine and glorious myſtery, reſerved an 


ö 


—— 


r 2 AST RE ST 


0 This Chriſt was without Mother, as oa; witho 
Father as | Man, 4 
| | | urave 


* 


thou, by ſearching, find out God? canſt thou 
find out the Almighty to perfection? The 


longer than the earth; it is as high as heaven; : 


they were by the creation and the fall, as being 
ſupreme; but by the covenant -of thy grace 

thou haſt given them to me, in mercy to be 
regenerated, by me to be accepted. Here is 
manifeſtly a transfer in the ſight of angels, to 
the glory and happineſs of man. This, accord- 


can be ſtout in denying. This Jeſus did God 
raiſe up according to the Scriptures, As 
thou haſt ſent me into the world, here is the 
embaſſy plainly demonſtrated. No one ſent 


be, I came of myſelf, Father and man in one 
perſon, to ſatisfy mine own broken laws; to 
reconcile the world unto myſelf. The Son 


another; who ſpeaks out of Chrift, when he 
lays, I am God and not man; therefore, ye 
tons of Jacob are ay ; for glory be 
EL OS gd 


unravelment on that day, when the wiſdom of 
the world will be turned into fooliſhneſs; canſt 


meaſure thereof is broader than the ſea, and 


| what canſt thou do? deeper than hell, what 
canſt thou know? Our Redeemer fays, thine | 


ing to common - ſenſe, agreeable to the naked 
word of God, denotes two perſons, and is a 
tranſaction between certain parties, which 

none but a man, with his fingers in his ears, | 


himſelf, quite otherwiſe ; his language would 


came cloathed with humility, to the glory f 
whom? Himſelf? No; of God the Father, 
who declares he will not give his glory to 


l . 
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to his name, this God, in his boundleſs mercy, 
and eternal purpoſes, became the juſt, and in 
Chriſt the juſtifier of the unjuſt. He could 
do it by no other means, and men might have 
ſuffered an eternity of torment before they would 
have hit on an adequate price of redemption, 


which he tranſacted by his Son, who being 


made ſo much better than the angels, as by 
inheritance, he hath obtained a more excellent 
name than they. He was appointed, that he 
might appear in the preſence of God for us 
_ what for? to make interceſſion; with whom ? 
becauſe en earth he was God-man, the Son of 
_ God! why to ſtand in the preſence to inter- 

cede with, to plead before, another; even 

God the Father : and thus is proved; nay, ra- 
ther proves himſelf to be the one Mediator 
between God and man. Here is a ſeparate 
diſtinct character and perſon pointed out: here 
is evidently an intervening, neceſſary, active, 
huonourable, ſufficient and godlike thing, called 
buy the angel the Holy Thing, not only related 
to God infinitely more ſo chan by creation, 
but conſecrated by God as well as owned by 
him. This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 
aðm well pleaſed. Had not the law been deaf 
to any paliation, Chriſt need not have ſuf— 
fered; therefore God and his holy law, as to 
== ſatisfaction for ſin, was inflexible? The angels 
fia his glory, and de ſpaired of making up 
the breach: his Son was more invincible, « even 
by a participation of his nature; and hence, 


& 38-1 
in the volume of the book it is written, all 
power is given into my hands, by God the 
Father, for the redemption of man, In the 
work of regeneration I hope no one will be ſo 
hardy as to deny this Son to be a grand parti- 
cal, of a principal derivation from God himſelf. 


. 7 "0 


2 


and deſcend deeper than our ſenſes can 


or < UN 


e faculties, the Spirit never acts; but he calls 
on us to believe and receive things repugnant 
to common ſenſe. Theſe are his myſteries 
f which we are not commanded to believe; yet 
to ſerve his turn in other places, the chief 
n engine for the conveyance of his chimerical _ 
1 ſentiments, he truſts to introduce through the 


Mr. Sibly invokes us to aſcend higher, 


ſtretch : without the channel and mean of our 


or channel of our rationality, becauſe expreſaly ” 


te conrrary- to the Chriſtian faith. Fo, 
re In the 27th page, your Author fays, we 
e, may ſee clearly that it was in alluſion to the 
d eternal ſtate of the divine in himſelf, that our 
d Lord faid to his diſciples, Before Abraham 
n, I vas, 1 am—Gabriel might prove his divinity 
by the ſame compariſon. Chriſt is entered 
into Heaven itſelf, now to appear, not in the 
perſon, but the preſence of God for us; for 
ever to fit down at the right hand of God. 
Now the God of peace that brought again from 


A ne 


the dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; theſe, are, 
Scriptures that maintain the diſtinction, me: 7 
which was s Clearly diſplayed when our Saviour 5 


A 16 J 


came among us; on which occaſion alt the 
ſeons of God ſhouted for joy, who loved righ- 
| teouſneſs, and hated iniquity, therefore God W;. 
thy God hath anointed thee with the oil of 
gladneſs above thy fellows, and the people 
hall praiſe thee for ever and ever. Who al. 
cendeth up on high, who receiveth gifts for 
men; from whom : 7. ſurely no other than God 
the Father, by the reconciliation of the croſs; 
and thus truth ſprung out of the earth, and 

_ righteouſneſs looked down from heaven. 
Man's duty now is to pray that he may 
receive the grace, the love, and favor of God; 
and in ſo doing, the way-faring man, though 

a fool, ſhall not err therein; the will of God, 
5 through Jeſus Chriſt, 1s wrote in legible cha- 
racters, and he that runs may read: to the 
poor is the Goſpel preached, who without the 
ſcience of correſpondencies, may receive the 
grace of God. That this precious blood- 
| ſhedding was a voluntary act I admit; for 
Chriſt ſaid he had power to take it up and lay 
it down: on the croſs he cried, Father forgive 
them. When in his agonies, he exclaimed, 
My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? This evidently denoted, that his Father 
was now viewing him as bearing our ſins, and 
_jotly dying for offences not actually commit- 
ed, but virtually imputed, and, as God, was 
veiled by the purity of his law, in the ad- 
miſſion of the * to * 3 1 
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Mr. Sibly' I heterogeneous ſpeculative r W 


tions have a very contrary tendency in the 


heart, to promote vital holineſs. He places 


and rule of action; whereas our Lord ſays, 
none cometh unto me except the Father draw 
him, which attraction empties a man of ſelf, 
and prepares him N to receive the 
yord in the love of it. 35 
Our very knowledge of C hriſt, oncleſive 
of his influence, is an inſurmountable barrier 

o our cloſing with him. All theſe things 


a yet? ſaid the young man in the Goſpel: . 
e ſet up too high a value upon ourſelves, 
nd think, with your Preacher, what a noble 


as he made? but Chriſt ſays, Except ye be- 


ingdom of God. What did the man, re- ” 
red to ſight, know more than, whereas 1 


ay Wis blind, now I ſee. He felt the internal 
ve Finciple of love to Chriſt, and worſhipped 

ed, Um. What did the knowledge of the wo- 

en Nan, recorded in the Book of Martyrs, amount 
her p more, than a divine influence, when ſhe 
and d, I cannot plead for Chriſt, but I love him 


us in an independent ſituation as to our choice 


have I kepr from my youth up, what lack 


caters os; man! for what grand purpoſes _ 


ome as little children, ye cannot enter the 


nit - ¶ that I can die for him. The Lord expreſsly 308 


was ys, he will put his fear into our hearts. The 
ad- Jord rebukes Satan, when he accuſes Joſhua, 


0 , Is not this a brand agua out 1 
fh 


al les e 
the fire? And Jeſus told Peter, Satan had 
deſired to ſift him as wheat, but I have 
prayed for thee that thy faith fail not: 
which illuſtrates the offices of Chriſt, as Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King, to the believer. 

But to return to the Trinitarian ſituation of 

our Lord, when expiring on the croſs, he cried 
with a loud voice, Father, into thine hands ] 
commit my ſpirit. Having ſaid this, he 

gave up the ghoſt; not the Holy Ghoſt, but 
ſeparately his own Divine Spirit, which con- 
ſtituted his perſon as God, and qualified him 
to be a Mediator. The Comforter, he ex- 
_ preſsly promiſed ſhould come, after he aſ- 
cended up to heaven, and take of the glory o 

Chriſt, and ſhew it unto his diſciples; nol 
that it was himſelf, or any part thereof, eithe 

in perſon or office, but only in purpoſe and ] 
_ deſign; and I will pray the Father, and he 

mall give you another Comforter, which is the . ! 

Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father ſhall ſend ini . 

my name. And I go unto my Father, fo ( 

my Father is greater than I; but that th ; 
world may know I love the Father, as that» 
| -F 

1 

C 
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Father gave me commandment, fo I do. Se 
diſtinctly, frequently, and generally ſpoken o 


is the Father Son and Spirit, that it is impoſ 
ſible to comprehend them in one perſon ol | 
character: they cannot be united by ſuch al .4 
= unwarrantable reduction, without aſcribing . 1! 
the perſon what relates alone to the covenant r 
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framed from the beginning of time by the 
grand trinity, the council of heaven, the per- 
formance is incomplete without the interfer- 
ence of each member, by which it was framed. 
The falvation of man has ſeparated the God- 
head into various offices, which unite _ in 
the final redemption of man. ? 
This prying into the Deity, I conceive to 
be fatal, when actuated by mere curioſity ; it 
cannot be eſſential to ſalvation to know he- 
ther ſo many offices include and ſignify ſo 
many perſons. If the New Jeruſalem pro- 
feſſors did not begin at the wrong end, they | 
| would not be ſo ſtrenuous on this point. | 
As to the other feature in their doctrine, it is 
too palpably erroneous to call in one argu- 
ment for its confutation; for it is well known 
man can pervert and metamorphoſe the will 
of man; and ſhall not the Almighty change 
his mind? Is not his power ſufficient? Is it 
not equal to all the hardneſs, and impenitance' 
of man? On the other hand, the heart is fo de= 
ranged by ſin, that nothing ſhort of unlimited © 
power can unite. it to praiſe the Lord; but 
f your Author reſts its ſucceſs on the ſelf-ex-' 
iſtence and entire freedom of the will. Has 
God power over the body and not over the 
mind? No man ever lived but had the moral | | 
agency of the Spirit; and Nicodemus, had it 
in an eminent degree; yet he muſt, if ſavingly 1 
regenerated, be born again, not ol fleſn, nor 
of the "wil of man, _ of God: * 
1 cad 
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inſtead of elucidating 
confounds it; and although he divide heaven 
with his compaſſes, and partition off a trinity 
and © into the heaven of 
heavens again reſolve an earthly gueſt, and 
draw the imperial air, he muſt ſhew me more 
of his firſt works, to convince me what part 
or lot he has in this matter, 
a contrite heart thou wilt not deſpiſe. 
ſaith the High and Lofty One that inhabiteth 
| But here is no humiliating 
 ſelf-abaſed views of ſin; no effectual prepared- 
neſs hinted at by which the grace of God is 
This is evidently ſet aſide by 
man's option, to accept or reject his proffered | 
_ mercy. 
their hearts. 


of hells beneath; 


eternity, &c. 


manifeſted. 


is no lefs'th; 
the ſovereign 


Cw] 


It is ſaid, thou ſhalt put thy law into 


ty of God. 


the ſubject, Mr. oe: 


A broken and 
Thus 


This important abſolutely eſ- 
ſential part ſkipped over, every advance a man 
takes to get into Chrift, carries him the 
farther off. By imagination he may believe he 
has royal blood in his 'veins, becauſe of his 
likenel to it, without the title of inheritance 
do juſtify him in behalf of it; but on put- 
ing in his claim, l be een with, 1 
know you not. 5 

True, Mr. 8. Idiot the: man to Cbrit, : 
Fe but tells him at the fame time he has no power 
to change him, unleſs the man chuſes. This 
A blaſphemous diminution of 
: Throughout the 
whole, how omnigeneous and unſearchable 

e and — — W 1 


P as 1 


out, Such exquiſitely figurative arguments 


are deſtitute of the energy and affection of 
ſolid truth, conſequently cannot be fru- 
giſerous and effectual to ſalvation, The 
compaternity of Jehovah, in the redemp- 
tion of man, carries all before it, wherever it 
is ordained, The ſubjects of its ſalvation 
| perceive the {| piritual ſceptre, and nenn 


their allegiance. 


Mr. Sibly diſcovers ſuch aptitude in the 
illuſtration of the ſeveral expanſes, that a 
man would ſuppoſe he had been admitted into 
the third hell, and higheſt heavens, to give 
lo perfect a deſeription; but to pictureſque the 
beauty and ſituation of the heavens, without 
furniſhing us with ſuitable wings to fly there, 
s only a mortification in ſetting happineſs _ 
before us, for ever out of our reach. The 
liviſibility of the celeſtial ſtate, has no warrant 
for its conception. Chriſt ſays of his diſci- 
ples, Father I will that they may be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory; 
the glory that I — — thee before the 


world began“. 


Mr. Sibly' s, © as it were's,” are - the only : 


ſubterfuges he has left to creep out of. 


Why ſoar ſo high in the vaſt expanſion of 
Imagination, without evidence and proof. In 

his next diſcourſe he may divide the ſpirits of 
the Juſt made perfect into a thouſand claſſes, 5 


It is to be hoped this text will be naficed by every one ; 


0 1 to th an anſwer to * „* 10 


"i 


4 


> Me . — . 
ä a 


La 4 re Wig K n Mg 
- 4 Na * — —— m— ⁵ ̃ x — . + 


5 [7 _— an; # — v 
> m_—_ 2 N > EY *. go A * ä — 2 _ 0 * * Se * SIT 
— 6 * — — — To — . 0 ee = — — 4 
4 "3 a r — ra SY * * * p = 2 vis, Eats Sg ET 


F991 


and into as many ſtates as they are repreſented, 
to differ in glory, as much as one ſtar differ- | 


eth from another; but if he preſumes to be 
ſo nice in his diſquiſition, I ſhall be ready to 
_ enquire, by way of ſtandard and compariſon, 


if it has been revealed to him, in what de- 


gree and number of perfection he is to be 
ranked himſelf. Ah, Sir, theſe ideas poſſeſs 


an elation of thought, too preſumptive for 
truth, and too wild for approbation. I really | 


believe, from obſervation, Baron Sweden- 


F burgh's profeſſors think more highly of them- 


| ſelves than they ought to think; and if he that 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted, they are ex- 


alted in conception, to be humbled indeed: the 


religion of the Goſpel thrives in the ſimpli- 
city of it: the child- like teachable diſpoſition 
grows thereby; but imaginary notions, and 
ſpeculative experiments, neither have the pro- 
miſe of ſucceſs in this life, or that which 1s 
to come. The glory of the Lord never will 
be fathomed by the plummet of man's under- 
ſtanding ; neither is he bound to reveal more 
of himſelf, than is neceſſary to the ſinner's 


nion of ſatan into grace. It is leſſening the 


tranſlation out of the kingdom and domi- 


Character and atonement of Chriſt, to ſay that 
he was ſeparated from his divine nature when 


on earth; and when both are conjoined, it ap- 


_ pears plainly he ſpoke of the Father as the 


E primordial perſon in the Godhead, When it 
| is ſaid oh man hath ſeen God at any time, it 


"> yerers 
4 f c | 


La 1 


refers to the Father; but God the Son has * 
ſeen, and God the Spirit is alſo felt by his ope- 


ration in the heart of every true believer. 


Mr. Sibly ſays, without this trinity, Jeho- 
yah cannot be; yet, he includes all in one diſ- 


tindt perſon. But Chriſt ſaid, If I bear wit- 
nels of myſelf, my witneſs is not true. I 


come in my Father's name, and ye receive me 
not. Go and teach all nations, baptizing in the 


name of the Father, and the Son, and the 


umphing over her ſentiments by many une- 


„Jauvocal texts of Scripture, and endleſs de- 
e ¶nonſtrative arguments. Some may think, if 
man dreams, he has a right ro enjoy his o n 
1- nterpretation of it; if his fancy preſents a 
viſion to his imagination, why not let him be 
at Wenuſed with it? Others again wiſhing to 
avoid controverſy, wait to ſee it fall to the 


Found of itſelf; all men Aten being built 


Preſentation. - 


Holy Ghoſt“, with which text I ſhall ſatisfy 
myſelf, that this meant not a trinity of eſ- 
ſences merely, but perſons ; not only a trinity 
of repreſentations, but of diſtin qualities and 
offices, which, when viewed as one God, can be 
blended only in council, power, and execution. 

I firmly believe the enlightened evangelical 
men of the preſent day view your new-fangled 
church with more pity than concern for =_ 
ſpread of it. They have the power of tri- 
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5 The Trinity reſembles ſnow, rain and hail, which 3 _ _ 
itvre is the ſame, though diſtin in form „ aud different in 


on ſandy foundations. For my own part, I con- 


— She * ad As 
; 4 — * as Ms * ; 
— eee eee — —— — — ann 
rere . thn e — . 
2 ö * 
* 


will allow your friend to eclipſe me: as a be- i 
liever, he goes far beyond me, ſoaring | 


to ſave to the uttermoſt all them that come 
unto God by him, I hope, according to the 
degree of my faith and capacity, equally ! 


and that he came not to ſave the whole, but 
they which are ſick. The whole need no ſuch 


gauilt: one day he will ſhew that his ways are 
not as our ways, nor are his thoughts as out 
thoughts; and in all ages he has manifeſt! 
proved, that as high as the heavens are abort 
the earth, ſo great is his mercy towards the 
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ſider it only an hodiernal religious ro. 


| 
| 
- mance, I alſo ſolemnly aſſure you, I had not 
Auch contemptible notions of it before I ſtu- } 
died it, which I undertook at your particular 
roequeſt. It is wrong to ſhut one's mind 
againſt conviction and information; and noyuM # 
1 cannot be ſo illiberal as to refrain from 1; 

c 


giving an honeſt opinion of it. As a writer, | 


much higher on the wings of fancy than I cal n 

_ _ perceive him, by the eye of faith. As a in ti 
ner, the balance is againſt me; for while he i n 
aſcending up into his expanſes, I am left to 41 
. mourn over an evil heart of ſin and unbelief; th 
but as an admirer of Jeſus Chriſt, who is able an 


love him; and I rejoice, that his ſalvation a5 
- gratuitous; that he is the friend of ſinners |... 


phyfician; he is welcome to the ſelf. con 
demned: he is propitiousto all thoſe that arc 
weary and heavy laden by the burden of the! 


wr” 


. CY 1 
chat fear him, whoſe gubernation over the 
. minuteſt concern declares his omnipreſence 
and greatneſs, and by which means his conſo- 
Jations are neither few nor imall towards them 
that love him. ES 

In Mr. Sibly's 6 5th page, he fays, People fi 
form ideas of God being a Spirit, as of ſome _ 
hobgoblin. It muſt be on evaneſcent prin- 


heaven thou art there; if I deſcend down to 
hell, thou art there; if I take the wings of the 
morning, there thine eyes ſeeth me, &c. In- 
timating, that God's [preſence fills the im- 
menſity of ſpace, and that his eyes are over 
all his works. After this, he endeavours to 
think of the Lord, according to human form, - 
and gives this as an abiding idea, whereas it is 
judging of the Lord by ſenſe and not by faith, 
through which he 1s never to be compre- 
hended, till that Which is perfect ſhall appear; 
and faith ſhall be loſt i in the fruicion of Know- 
edge. SE ng 15 
Mr. Sibly bas tene his: fontiments of 15 
the chose of God by a jumble of Scrip- 
ture made up of appearances, viſions, revela- 
tions, voices, dreams, and what not; by which 
means he has per ſontfied them all, cauſed them 

to ſignify one and the ſame perſch, to the ex- 


made God to execute his own errands, ſetting 
2 ile che ae of angels; who ſtand around 5 


ciples that David exclaimed, If I aſcend into 


cluſion of particular and general agency, and 
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him to do his pleaſure, Abraham ſaw the 
day of our Lord only by faith, and was glad 
in the proſpect; not really his body —This 
th page alſo makes a mock of one's pa. 
tience, and inſults common ſenſe, when it de- 


Clares Chriſt came in the body, and left his 


ſoul behind him, beſides robbing the atone- 


ment of all that is intrinſic, valuable, and ſut- 
ficient; making it out that a body which 
lived, was liable to die and ſuffered death, ever 
exiſted without a /eul, which ſoul was Chriſt's 
divine nature, and which on the croſs he com- 
mended to his Father, who is God and not 
man; therefore there could be no divine hu- 
man till after the incarnation of Cliriſt, who 


was received up to heaven, and far down at 


the right hand of God. 

Buch parts of holy writ as ſavor of a 3 
tval interpretation, by this new church, are 

literary received; and others, that are, Bona 
Ade, literally written, are figuratively read, 
and cruelly mangled. 


The ancients never had any authority to | 


5 contemplate the external appearance of Je- 
hovah: a voice: a converſation: a temporary 
form and viſions, are only allegorical vehicles 
to the mind. Again, Mr. Sibly ſpeaks of the 


body acting independent of the ſoul, which 


he ſays 1s "the: divine man, and wich” the 
ancients ſaw; whereas the Scripture ſay, in 


the fulneſs of time the only Son of the Father 


took upon him the form of man, 


5 Before 


FF 
Before J proceed, I would aſk the Preacher 
how he found out our Saviour was poſſeſſed 


with falſe principles, wherein he diſcovered 


hereditary evils; whether Satan was not diſ- 


appointed in the experiment of tempting his 
humanity, finding him without ſin. Theſe are 


ſentiments ſo groſsly exceptionable, ſo eaſily 
confuted, ſo ſelf- contradictory, that I bluſh 
to think I have given the doctrine a thought, 


or ever valued it ſo much as to reply to it. 
But when men get out of their road in reli- 
gion, the Devil acts like a jack-a-lanthorn, 


to them with a lo! Here is Chriſt! lo! there. 


Having nothing but the light of the ſun to 
read by, and the falſe light of reaſon to walk 


by, they. wander to and fro, finding no reſt: 


ſometimes they ſtrike a partial ſpark by the 

uſe of their acquired knowledge and the light 

of nature, but ere their hearts are warmed = 
it, it expires, and not being of divine fire, is 
extinguiſhed as faſt as kindled. Thomas ſaw 
ſomething more than man in Chriſt. When 
our Saviour condeſcended to reveal himſelf. 

to him, he cried out, My Lord and my God! 
Soon after, he as God and man in one perſon, 
aſcended to his Father, which was in heaven be- 


fore, for ever to appear in his intervenient capa- 


city; according to his own ſaying, I go unto mx 
Father, for my Father is greater than I. Can 
it be ſuppoſed by any but theſe preſuming 


noveliſts, that man's diminutive powers can 
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reach incom aprehenſibility icſelf? To whom 
is the arm of the Lord revealed? Who can 
delineate his countenance? Who judge of the 
height of his ſtature? Who ſays he is no more 
nor no leſs? Bad he left us ſo much undeter- 
mined by an indefinite knowledge of his cha- 
racter, how loſt and deplorable our ſituation, 
Tell me of the exact perſon of the Almighty, 
and then ſtand with thine arm lifted over the 


and no farther, _ 

Such puny apprchenſions of God, collected 

ſrom the light of created objects, ſo inimi- 

cal to the revelation he hath made of himſelt, 

again ] pronounce to be excerdingly errone- 

ous, In what point of view does all this 
theoretical diſquiſition profit the hearer? In 


What ſenſe is it eſſential that the illiterate. be- 


| liever ſhould be taught the length and breadth 
of the finger of the Almighty? * lead him 
to the croſs of Chriſt; ſnew him the vaſt pe- 
nalty paid for ſin, that by this, through faith, 
be may haze his debts due to the juſtice of 
| God for ever pardoned. If he aſks, Who is 
the Lord that I may ſerve him? ſhew him a 
Teconciled God in Chriſt: ſhew him what the 
Lord requireth of him, nor lead him into a 
maze of ſpecious interpretations, which will for 
ever incapacitate him o receive the cue thing 


7  needful. 
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to 


ſea, and declare to it, Hirherto ſhalt thou come 


In theſe remarks PL conſidered | it needleſ 
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to go out of the bounds of my deſign, and 


touch upon the particular ſentiments of the 


Swedenburgians, ſome of whom I am ac- 
quainted with, who acknowledge his doctrines 
are ſtretched beyond their true meaning: 
have but confind myſelf to the particular 
abſurdities of theſe diſcourſes: where it was 
poſſible, I have argued with temper; and 


where otherwiſe, 1 ſuffer it to paſs, being 


zealous for the truth. Tis baſe and cruel. 


to miſlead in this age of diſſipation and 
folly; the alarm ought to be ſounded, and 


the naked meſſage of the Goſpel faith- 
fully delivered. Miniſters are not called to 


an emulation in popularity, to a diſplay of 
their different parts and acquirements, but to 
real uſefulneſs, in the converſion of the ſinner. 


Faith will ſatisfy the man as to the ultimates 
of Deity; the teacher ought to build him up 
in the realities of, and ultimate of his ſalvation. 
He. has an immortal ſpirit's welfare at flake. 
By one overt act of the Almighty, he has 
made man to live Gr ever; and he can as well 
wink at the violation of his law as deſtroy 


his exiſtence. And herein I again differ 


widely from Mr. Sibly; and inſiſt there is no 
immortality in that which is dependant on 
any one for life. His arguments on this head 


are truly impotent, ſo is his repreſentation of 


the Chriſtian's belief of the preſent day, fal- 1 
lacious, But the 5 to the NeW 
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Church is complete in deſcribing it to be com- 
poſed of them only that keep his command. | 
ments. With them how unneceſſary is that 
Scripture, which ſays, judgment ſhall be- 
gin at the houſe of God, (plainly intimating 


where there is wheat, chere! is chaff.) How in- 


direct is his deſcription of the believer's 
experience? What a diminutive idea of that 
grand and inexpreſſible delight, which upholds 


him in his courſe, and cauſes him to go on his 


way rejoicing. He has more than the heat 
and light, Mr. S. ſo much talks off: being 


ſuſtained by the bread which cometh down 


from heaven. 


What Mr. Sibly n means 4 God: s concor- 


dance to man's ſenſuality, I am quite at a loſs 
to. conceive. Cannot God bring man from 


his evil way no otherwiſe than by approving of 


his fin, in the end to diſprove of it? Accord- 
ing to Mr. Sibly, what a great reflection on 
mankind, that he has the powers of ſalvation 
in himſelf! after all, never exerts it for his 
good. But ! maintain, the little will he has 
when experiencing the bitterneſs of fin in all 
its conſequences, is inſufficient to reſtore him, 


er draw him. As much of 


unleſs the? 


the Scriptures as relate to our ſalvation, 


ſhews plainly the way; walk ye in it. Such 


ot the prophecies as related to the coming of 
Chriſt, are clearly diſtinguiſhed; ſuch as re- 


main to be explained, yy be — for ſome 
; pF”  furure 
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future: age of the church; * ſome more ta- 
tent till may be left for the i interpretation of 
God himſelf, I would have Mr. Sibly be- 
ware of nn ns, cop of Imagination 
for things revealed. 
_ ap recommend every hearer of the Goſpel 
to compare the Preacher's doctrine, ſenti- 
ments, and conduct, with that great body 
of divinity, the ſermon on the mount. Chrilt 
gave a parable, to ſhew that men ovght con- 
tinually to pray and not to faint, This is a 
duty very little dwelt on in Mr. Sibly's 
diſcourſes. Many ideas of his might of 
ſtripped of their myſtery by the truth of the 


Scriptures, and their origin be overtaken in 


the breaſt of ſpeculation; but as I ray have 
occaſion to treat of this doctrine more exten- 


ſively by a review of the ſeveral publications, | 


in the ſame intereſt, I ſhall haſten to a con- 
cluſion, in order to give you a few thoughts on 
the true object of worſhip. In the interim, 

remember the fad conſequences of enthuſiaſm 
in error. It promotes ſelf, inſtead of holineſs: 

gives independance and ſovereignty to the 
will: its heaven is in the world: its god is the 
devil: its ſoul is in bondage: its mind is un- 
ſanctified: its faith is dead: its meat is the ap- 
plauſe of men: its drink the dregs of the vials of 
God's wrath, While the unaſſuming OG 
character, that's juſt born of God, treads cau- 
W Walks ſeebly, KNOWS and feels that in 


| himſelf | 


himſelf dwelleth no good thing: 1s tempted on 
all hands, caſt down by enemies from within 


| bled to ſtretch forth his hand, and lean upon 
Jeſus. He anſwers every accuſation with yes, 
it is too true. The blood of Chriſt which 
pardoneth all ſin, echoes in his ears, invigo- 
rates his faith: afraid of himſelf, he takes 

| ſhelter in Chriſt, the promiſe and oath of 
SG od; the inviolable covenant of the whole 
council of Heaven, F ather, Son, and Spirit. 
Ihe armies of the God in trinity, are all on 
the ſide of this progreſſive believer: he goes 
from ſtrength to ſtrength, till at laſt, having 
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| bled by his adoption to cry out, I know that * 
my Redeemer liveth. That you may draw an im- 
partial concluſion after reading theſe thoughts, 
and ſearch the Scriptures for yourſelf, and 
thereby have everlaſting life, is the wiſh of him, 
Who has attempted to exhalt the Lord by his 
own word, which excerds human revelations 

. and who remains Your ſervant i in Chriſt, 


* 32 * 


and without, yet, notwithſtanding, he is ena- 


paſſed through manifold iboletiong. "gh is ena- 
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Right Object of Worlbip? 


I cor. xiv. 1 13. For God is not the author of 
confuſion, but of Peace, as in all the Churches Y 


3 the Saints. 


known by the oppoſition it meets with 


in ha world, from thoſe who are not in poſ- 
ſeſſion of it; and where ſatan is in moſt danger 
of encroachments on his kingdom, he ſelects 
inſtruments out of the boſom of a church, 
among other means, to keep his intereſt alive. 1 


Nay, it is not unfrequent, he makes uſe of 


the miniſter or chiefs in a congregation to 


miſlead the people but woe unto him, by 


whom offences come: it were better that a 
millſtone were hung about his neck, and 1 


was caſt into the midſt of the ſca. 


1 lameat exceedingly to ſce people, el : 
are really called, reſt their perſeverance in 
Godlineſs on ſuch ſlight grounds as they com- 
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of mercy; but Chriſt becomes more or leſs 
deſirable, as the miniſter's preaching ſuits their 
ear; whereas, by ſearching into the word for 
themſelves, God will prepare them to under- 
ſtand his doctrine, and enable them to detect 
the preacher where it is not conſonant with 
the light reflected by the Scriptures. Hence, 
by neglecting this, many a poor ſoul falls 
ſſimort of the prize, being led into a maze of 
” doctrines, and driven to and fro by error. He 
ſoon grows lukewarm in his love: ſoon the 
| world comes in and choaks up the ſmall 
grain of truth remaining; and he bends to 
every new ſentiment; * "that many are called, 
but few are choſen. 
A AsI have a leiſure day; 1 ſhall attempt to, 
anſwer a queſtion very prevalent- at Wolver- 
hampton; What, or who is the right object of 
worſhip? I ſhall not allow the believer to be 
included among the perſons I addreſs. The 
exerciſes of his ſoul; the witneſs of the Spirit; 
the love of God; the ſuitableneſs of Chrift; the 
anſwers received, are full demonſtrations to his 
mind, that he worthips nofalle or uncertain ob- 
jects; is under no peradventure as to the ulti- 
mates of his ſervice; that as Chriſt is in God la 
he is in Chriſt, ſafe from error, the world, prin- 
Cipalities, and powers: nothing ſhall ſeparate 
him from the love of God which is in Chrilt 
. Jeſus. If a man wants to know who he 
ought to n it is a ſad truth he expoſes 
I Ta 
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himſelf to; that he has never worſhipped at 
all. God out of Chriſt is a conſuming fire; 
but God in Chriſt is reconciled unto the 


ſinner: the . Comforter takes of theſe things 


and reveals them 10 him, who till now thought 
himſelf under the curſe, Theſe are the three 
that bear record in heaven. Theſe are the 


three that condeſcend to unite their characters, 


offices, and councils, for man's redemption. 
Theſe are the three that formed the plan of 
{alvation. Theſe are the three that act in 
concert for the happineſs of man. Theſe are 
the three that looked, and there was none to 
deliver, and entered into an immutable co- 
venant. Theſe are the. three that united o 


fave, and divided to accompliſh. 


Take each individually, what good can ac- 

| crue to the condemned ſinner? Can God hear 
him, when he eries unto him without an ade. 
quate ſurety? Can Chriſt regard him, if God 
ſtands aloof, and will not be reconciled? Can 
the Spirit ſave him, or be a comforter unto 
him, without the intei ference of the other per- 
ſons in this glorious myſtery? No more could 


the former make the ſinner acquainted with the 
grand deſign, without the agency of the Holy 


Ghoſt, which proceedeth from, and is one 
with the Father and Son. When the ſoul 
loves, it is well acquainted with its object. 
Where have they lain my Beloved? Saw you 
him i. in — * _ CS Ny Nc. 0 T 2 3 


+ 36 I 
| hall ſet me as a ſeal upon thine heart, as a 
ſeal upon thine arm; for love is ſtrong as 
death. As 1 live, ſaith God, every knee ſhall 
bow to me in heaven and earth. The be- 


liever can ſay, for God is my witneſs,” whom 
I ſerve with my ſpirit, in the Goſpel of his 


Son, whom all men ſhall honor, even as they 
honor the Father; wherefore God hath exalted 
him, that at the name of Jeſus every knee 
| ſhould bow; that every tongue ſhould con- 
fels that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father: all kings ſhall fall down 


before him: all nations ſhall worſhip him. 
Cavillers are of the diſaffected kind: I always | 


ſuſpect the ſincerity of an unſettled wavering 


diſputant. The foul that is born of the 
Spirit, will ſay, with gladneſs, I know him in 
PA whom I have believed. 'There is many a 


precious ſoul in glory who never divided the 


| trinity in his worſhip. There is many a way- | 
| faring man, though a fool, that alternatciy 
| worſhipped the three, Father, Son and Spirit, 
inheriting the promiſſes'; and pleaſingly en- 


gaged in the ſelf-ſame worſhip he began upon 
earth, crying, Holy, Holy, Holy, an aſcrip- 
tion for each perſon conſtituting one Lord God 


1 of Sabbaoth, ' caſting his crown before the 
| Lamb, which ſittech on the right hand of his 
l Father, aſcribing ſalvation to him who 


hath waſhed him in his own blood; and hav- 
ing abounded in hope, through the power of 


| 155 the OT" Ghent, he now aſeribes * 
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tion and glorification to the power of the 
Spirit of God. 95 5 


"What a delufion Satan beclouds this en- 


quiry with, Who is the Lord? He well knows 


at ſuch have ears but hear not; eyes but 


| ſee not; wreſting the Scriptures to their own 
deſtruction, that are at a loſs to determine it. 


For if they were often in meditation with 


earneft prayer to God, they would ſoon be 


convinced, that the Father and Son are one; 


that the Spirit in them is one. It can be no 
offence to God, nor can there be any impro- | 
priety in worſhipping the Son; the Father 


not only has commanded it, but takes pleaſure 


in it, and accepts the ſervice for his Son's 


ſake; the Son cannot be diſpleaſed when he 


has given an example to the contrary. The 


Spirit repreſents them both having ſearched 


into the deep things of God. All manner of 
fin and blaſphemy will be forgiven againſt the | 


Father and Son; but neither in this world, or 
that which is to come, the ſin which is commit= 
ed againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Surely, in conjunc- 


tion with the other Divine Perſons, he alſo can 
be no improper object of worſhip. When |! 
men ſtumble at the mode of adoration, it too 
plainly indicates they have fallen from their 
ſtedfaſtneſs; but when they heſitate about the 
object, it awfully beſpeaks them ſtrangers to 
the common wealth of Iſrael. When men | 


join a party, in oppoſition to revealed, as well 
Io is 


— 


ſtranger to this adorable myſterious Jehovah; 


E 
as eſtabliſhed religion, they have got a favo- 


rite to defend: every tendency to deſtroy it 


awakens their reſentment; and they hug the 


ſerpent the cloſer in their arms. To recant 
is a mortification: it will inevitably expoſe 
them: their pride cannot endure the ſhock : 
they are more zealous for error than they ever 
were for the truth. Such a one has prompters 
enough both within and without to urge him 
on to greater ſtrides of infidelity, and at length 
he finds a propitious opportunity of ſhaking 


religion off altogether, and never more think 
about it. Then he muſt have ſome ſubſtitute, 


and what more ſuitable to him than politics, the 
| high ſeats in aſſemblies, the name of| 
_ encreaſing in trade, and being reckoned among 
the great ones of the town: to accompliſh | 
this, covetouſneſs becomes the idol, that he 
may afford, at certain opportunities, 7 be li- 
 beral, and great in the eſteem of men. 


The modern Pharoahs are crying out, 


Who is the Lord, that I may ſerve him? Or 
what is the right object of worſhip? Such 
have ſecret practices and ſay, Tuſh! God 
ſeeth not, or indulged ſentiments inimical to 
vital holineſs; and having drank deep into 
error, try to obſtruct the courſe of the true 
worſhipper. Who is the Lord? Pharoah, un- 


der all his ſeeming enquiries, remains a perfect 


MM 
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being rich, 


- 
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r 
in council, Father, Son, and Spirit, in opera- 
A „„ EE 
Shew me the various evidence of the hap- 
pineſs.of them who worſhipped only one or 
two out of the three, and I will produce 


clouds of witneſſes who bore teſtimony in 


their lives, and honoured the profeſſion of 
Father, Son, and Spirit, in their deaths. How | 


many fealed'it with their blood? How many 
living witneſſes are there ſtill, who glory in 
the truth, and live in full aſſurance? Milſera- 
ble enquirer ! Has the Lord been with us ſo 
long in his preached Goſpel, and ye have not 


known him? Hot ſeeketh' thou, by aſking in the 


ſtreet, enquiring by way of perplexing, being 


an alien to him? doſt thou feel delight in finding 


his miniſter at a loſs to anſwer thy crude queſ— 
tions? Be aſſured thou wilt never know him till 


he ſeek for thee, then it will be too late to enquire 


for him: it will be needleſs: the terror of his 
throne: the majeſty of his perſon ſhall ſtrike 
conviction, full of diſmay. The trumpet | 
founding to judgment, conſcience condemning 


before you are heard: the mountains refuſing 
to ſhelter: the covenant of peace ſealed up, 
and cannot admit another name—Contem- _ 


plate your proſpect. - All this you owe. to ; 


ſpeculative enquiries, inſtead of hearty deſires. 
Kiſs the Son, leaſt he be angry and ye periſh. 
Bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in him, 
far. he is thy Lord, worſhip thou him. Pray 


likewiſe, as he did to the Father, which is invi- 

ſible, and the Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, ſhall 
reward thee openly. Quench not the Spirit: 
grieve not the Spirit; for we ate the circum- 
ciſion, who worſhip God in the Spirit; and [ 


another Comforter, 
he may abide with you for ever. _ 
This queſtion, as it is now advanced, is a 
dart of the enemy, ſhot beyond the apparent 
object: it is levelled at the believer : never be 
ſeen without the ſhield of faith: cover thy 
heart with the breaſt-plate of ſalvation; yet I 
know thy ſafety, for ye are waſhed, for ye 
re ſanctified, for ye are juſtified in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus; and by the Spirit of our 
So, nevertheleſs be vigilant, watching unto 
Y As there is need of daily interceſſion, 
ſo there is of the daily ſacrifices of prayer 
and praiſe, with conſtant watchfulneſs. 
did run well, who are now turned 
janglings; but this doth hinder them a general 
unſtudied, unſanctified worſhip; they ſhone 
ſeor a time, but can build no higher, being 
uncertain of the foundation. 
nov to begin their firſt works, but the enemy 
of ſouls ſands in the way by a thouſaud argu- 
ments, all ſupported by that trinity of evils, 
Pride, ſelf ſufficiency, and carnal ſecurity; in 
| dwelling corruption, being in perfect ſubor. 
=: dination t to che Prince of nn keeps them 
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prayer. 
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will pray the Father, and he ſhall ſend you 
equal with mylelf, That 


They .have 


They 
e to vain 
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conſtantly in exerciſe, * The weak Chriſtian 
may doubt his intereſt, and whether he is right 

in his worſhip; For this cauſe let him be 
conſtant in bowing his knees unto the God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for him 

all things are working together for good. If 
he lacks conſolation, let him meditate on the 
honour of God in religion: this will have as 
good an effect as the exerciſe of a. ſermon, . 

| which ſometimes may be badly heard, and at 
others as indifferently preached.” In ſtudy we- 
are delighted to ſee the promiſes given to. 

Adam, repeated to Abram, confirmed by Mo- 

ſes, and peformed in Jeſus Chriſt : here we ſee 

a chain of truths, affording one another mu- 

tual ſupport. If ye continue in my word, ye, 

ſhall know the truth, and the truth ſhall. make 

Et Pn Er Tor 0 oe) 


By the enquiry ſo prevalent among the fo» 
cieties at Wolverhampton, it augurs a ſtate of 
BB bondage, among thoſe who are in doubt about. 
dhe right object of worſhip.: Their intereſt is 
ſurely invalidated : if they have offered mil 
; lions of prayers, and are divided about the 
nght object now, all is undone. If they | 
have ſpoke in the name of the Lord, all is 
overturned by this confirmed ignorance of the 
2 object of worſhip. .. Such as are but ſetting out 
BE Zionward,' and enquire with a ſingle eye to 
che glory of God, and the eſtabliſhing their | 
\ I fouls in a right way to a city of habitation, 
J!. ˙³Ü¹¹ 
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Jeſus ſays to them, I am the way, walk ye in 

it. If they are in doubt whether God is the 

ſupreme and only obje& of worſhip, ſearch 
5 Scriptures, and they will be convinced to I 
the contrary, as clearly as the ſun is the light 
of the world. If becauſe he hath made his 
Son, Lord over the creation, being part of 
His nature, the firſt-born of every creature ;. 
men fay that the Father hath relinquiſhed 
| his claim to our adoration in favor of his Son, 
| {earch the Scriptures, and you find his glory 
be will not give unto another; and that in 
ecvery thing by prayer and ſupplication, you. 
are to let your requeſts be made known unto 
SGod. God revealeth the things appertaining 
to Godlineſs, by his Spirit, conſequently 
| the Spirit alſo will be enquired of for theſe 
| things, who giveth liberally and upbraideth, 

not. There is no claim on the mercy of God, 

but will be fully paid by the Triune Jehovah. 
There is no fin of any deſcription. truly re- 


1? pented of, but is for ever cancelled. by this | 

cConcentered Godhead; and. if men will diſpute. | 

=: with bitterneſs, yield, even though you have 
= 


truth on your ſide ; for according to Saurin, 
when a man refuſes to admit a propoſition 
ſufficiently demonſtrated, the more you preſs 
him, the farther he will recede from you. The 

= principle that induces him to cavil, is pride, 
and not weakneſs of capacity. If you perſiſt 
in ſhewing him the truth, you will ; iritate his 
3 5 Pride 
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pride by confounding i it, whereas if you give - 


his paſſion time to cool, and ſubſide, perhaps — 


he will turn of himſelf, and renounce his er- 

or, : 
Haviog conciſely Wenn che true objed of 

prayer, L would next throw out a few hints 


how it is to be performed with ſucceſs and 1 


advantage. The world, by nature, know not 
God. When ent red into the covenant of, 
grace, the ſinner keeps unceaſingly crying 
Create in me a clean heart, O God; renew x 
right ſpirit within me. Soon he begins to ſee 
that God, Jehovah, hath magnified his word 
above all his name. As the hart panteth af- 


ter the water brooks, ſo he deſires the Lord; 
and ſoon we find him worſhipping the Lord : 
with all his heart, with all his ſoul, with all. — 


his mind, and with all his ſtrength. 


Now begins the conflict: ;—Satan c commences — 
war: the ſoul. ſees its own feebleneſs: in the 
firſt onſet he cries luſtily to the Lord, whoſe 


cars are open to his intreaties. He is not 


taken out of the tribulation, but preſerved in 3 
it, that the power of God might therewith 


have occaſion to reſt upon him. Frequently 
his views are obſcured, and he doubts his in- 


tereſt in the ſalvation of Jeſus. This does | 


not leſſon the character of the Redeemer in 
his eſteem. Though he ſlay me, yet will I 


truſt in him: he belieges the throne of grace: | 
he alen in n „ he has a en, 5 


[ 44 ] 
of his Lord's countenance, and he thinks hea- 
ven is begun: his common concerns in life 


may hap ftir his remaining corruption, and. 
veils his beautiful proſpects. Now he hum- 


bes himſelf anew before God; applies to che 


blood of ſprinkling, waits for a freſh manifeſ- 
tation of the Spirit, which probably does not 


arrive, till by being often in the fire, he comes 
| out like gold ſeven times purified. Different. 


language now ſhews his progreſſion in his 


| warfare; and though by walking in darkneſs, 

bor a time, having no light, he is inſenſible of 

is advance in holineſs, yet his experience 

proves him to be much nearer his heavenly 

home. Soon he will ſay, (aye by the next ſun- 
for me a crown. 


ſhiny day) henceforth is laid up 
of glory, which God the righteous Judge 


wall give to all them that love his appearance. 
| Notwithſtanding he finds it a hard thing to 
dea Chriſtian, and hard indeed would it be to 
| him, without Supernatural aid; ſtill the thing 
| that he would not, that he does,. which con- 


ſtrains him to cry out, O wretched man that 

I am, who ſhall deliver me from this body of 
ſin and death. He ſees daily need to pray that 
his faith fail not; that the flame of his love 
may be fanned into liſe by the Holy Spirit; but 
ſoon, very ſoon, having ſet to his ſeal that God | 


1s. true; having exhorted both friends and 


| enemies to truſt in him; having borne his 
x. * * to his s boly —_ he takes 


A ank 
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a thankful farewell of the dream of time, and 
meets the laſt great enemy with more fortitude = 
than even he did the ſmalleſt temptation _ 
before: O death where is thy ing! thou allo 


art {wallowed up in victory. Having ſaid this 
he ſoon wakes in his Father's kingdom. The 


Father delights to hear the humble prayer: 


the Son ſees in it the travail of his ſoul, and is 


ſatisfied; the Spirit applies the promiſes; con- 


vinces and leads to Jeſus every obſtacle which 


the law puts in the way; Grace removes, and the 


prayer of faith availeth ſo much as to open all 


the treaſures of heaven for his ſuccour: no 


man ſhall beguile ſuch of their reward. He 
exultingly ſays, My heart is fixed, O God; 


my heart is fixed ; hes 8 Beloved 1 is mine, and I 


am his. 


Let no uncertainty in others 144 the weak "3 


Chriſtian to ſuſpe& he is wrong; for there 


hath no temptation happened unto you but ſuch 5 


as is common to men: but God is faithful; 
and will anſwer every petition that comes to 
him by believing, while thouſands are enquir- 
ing the road: not having ſet out, he will be 
going on his way rejoicing. No doubts: no 
diſquiſitions betray him into one hard thought 


of his Lord. Throughout all theſe briars, he 0 


makes his way, preſſing towards the prize of 


his high calling. He owns, and without con- 1 


troverſy, great is the myſtery of Godlineſs: 
God 3 in the fleſh; but he has his M 
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on another myſtery the new birth in his heart. 
This being the confequence of the former, 


he is ſatigſied: he acts faith upon the pro- 


miſes, and expects, when he has paſſed through 

time, in eternity he ſhall fuliy apprehend 
that for which he was apprehended of God; 
that having ſeen ſuch great glory in the el. 

fects, he ſhall behold with an eternity of de- 
light, the great myſteries and revealed Lran⸗ 
deur of the cauſe,” 


If good men argue ahi point, let it be 


done with reverence and great caution: if 
they are ſettled in the faith, they ſhould be 
wary how they wound the belief. of the babes 
in Chriſt. Theſe are his ſacred charge, and 
mall he not avenge his own elect ? I would 
rather recommend the elders in the Lord to 
uſe their talents in promulgating the Goſpel 
to the utmoſt of their abilities, and ſupport it 

by their example, which is very influential, 
and will undoubtedly proſper the growth of re- 


higion in the WW in the town, and 
L city: 5 


To worſhip God atight, i is a pleaſant ſer⸗ 


vice: to*do it with a ſingle exe [enſures the 
notice of God, who, when ſpoken of as the 
God of our worſhip, phi the three al- 
mighty counſellors : who can addreſs them as. 
che cauſe of our ſalvation, without including 
the: Whole Sed . Aan. Taken. indivi- 


2 
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dually, the word charactirizes them by their 
official capacity, Father, Saviour, and Com- 

forter: in the great work of ſalvation they 
are equal in power, and by way of grandeur, 
called the Holy One, being one in council, 

one in purpoſe, though ſeparate and diſtinct in 
their offices and operations. When we bow 


we may take in the three for the whole, and 
addreſs them as one; but if we want the 


ſalvation of his Son: if we want the Son to 
intercede for us, or the Spirit to ſanctifſy us, 
we addreſs them in their reſpective characters. 
The love of the Father ſurpaſſeth knowledge. 


bound out a ranſom: the love of the Son was 
el ſtronger than death, and he gave his ſoul an 
"WY offering for ſin: the love of the Spirit em- 
wi ploys him in ſtriving in us, that notwithſtand- 


4 ing every oppoſition, he may bring us to 
nd glory; and if this God be for us, who ſhall 
be againſt us? To invoke this God in coun- | 


ings. The anſwer is a trinity of effects, 
which conſtitute his heirſhip to God. The 


vritten in the book of life. i 2 


the knee, and order our cauſe before God, "I 


Father to draw us, and appropriate to us the 


Let us make man when man had fallen; he 


cil, this triumverate triune, is one of the nobleſt * 
acts of the creature, and pregnant with bleſs- 


Son imputes his righteouſneſs; the Father ; 
adopts, the Spirit ſanctifles, and his name 18 


© =” Happy is che man chat is in ſuch a caſe 
3 Su bleſſed is he that hath theſe Lords for hi 


Soc. That Nicodemus, like we, may no 
be ecnquiring how can xheſe things be, by 
luke Thomas, take each and all for our Lord 
and dur God (thus having the witnels withi 
 Gurelves) is' he defire' E 
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